SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY DRESS

than the actual cut of
his clothes, for indeed
with these lavishly over-
ornamented garments little
if anything could be seen
of the shape beneath. Any
mistake that the tailor
made could be easily
covered up by an aptly
placed bunch of ribbon or
frill of lace.

With the approach of
the 'sixties, even the
absurdly full and festooned
petticoat breeches failed
to please the passion for
decoration of their French
wearers, and a new garment
was evolved with a full,
gathered leg below the
knee, finished with a deep
frill of lace or ribbon
loops, and over this a
skirt full and decorated
that reached almost to the
knee. What little leg
remained visible beneath
these garments was usually

adorned  by  the   drooping   boot-hose   or stocking-tops

laced   and   embroidered   and   falling   almost   over   the

beribboned shoe itself.    (Fig. 23.)

A new long-coat just made its appearance during the

late 'sixties, and probably because of its violent contrast

FRENCH  (l66o)
Fig.  23
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